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a mile of Mr Blagrave's habitation, Saunders stepped up,
just as he was crossing a stile, struck him on the head with
his faggot-stick, and laid him flat on the ground, still con-
tinuing to beat him in a most barbarous manner, till he
thought him quite dead. Yet, even then, he was afraid to
search his pockets till he had pulled off his own garters
and bound him hand and foot. So unmanly and suspicious
is the nature of cruelty. How the monster was disappointed
when, upon examination, he found only a shilling and some
halfpence instead of sixty or seventy pounds ! Yet there was
no remedy; all he could do was to abuse the poor bruised,
mangled and, as he thought, dead body a little more; which
he did by beating it again with his club and stamping
upon it with his feet. After he had done all this he went
home to bed, not speaking a word of the affair to his wife,
who, nevertheless, observed him to be more uneasy than
ordinary.
Mr Blagrave, however, was not quite dead, though he
lay without either sense or motion till he was found in
the morning, by some who knew him, and carried home
to his house, where surgeons were sent for immediately.
These gave their opinion that it was impossible for him
to recover, though he might probably live some days, as
his constitution was very strong.    It happened as they said,
though all the time he continued he was never able to give
any account of his misfortune sufficient to fix the murder
upon any particular person.   Yet as it had been observed
that Jacob Saunders was at the ale-house while Mr Blagrave
was there, and that he went out much about the same time
with him, these circumstances, together with his bad char-
acter, created a suspicion of him.    This grew so strong
that, before Sunday in the afternoon, some persons in the
town made it their business to find him out and observe
his motions, when they saw him, contrary to his custom, go
to church, and look more heavy and dull than usual, though
he had always a downward countenance, almost sufficient to
have informed people what he was, and bade them beware
of him*
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